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When the Saints Go Marching In
It has been an incredible start to the 2017-2018 school year!
As you’ll see in the following pages, we’ve already had so many moments when our
students, teachers, staff, alumni, donors and our entire Saints community has
“marched in!” This edition of our annual Spirit newsletter will capture some of those
exciting events, explain our upcoming projects and tell the stories of the remarkable
progress of our Keep the Promise Capital Campaign.
Less than two years from our campaign’s launch, we’ve been blessed with more than
$38 million in pledges or gifts – or 82% of the total $46.5 million goal. With just
$8 million to go, Keep the Promise needs your support now more than ever as we make
plans to revitalize our current school campuses and build the new SMCHS, debt-free!
On behalf of all of us at Light of Christ Catholic Schools, thank you for helping us
continue our daily mission of enlightening minds and enriching souls.
Peace,

STAY
CONNECTED
Like us on Facebook
Light of Christ
Catholic Schools
Follow us on Instagram
lightofchristschools

Follow us on Twitter
@LightofChristND

keepthepromise.net
lightofchristschools.org
#lightofchristschools

Gerald T. Vetter
Light of Christ Catholic Schools President

Keep the Promise Campaign

CELEBRATION

It was a historic moment on September 7, when for the first
time ever, all five Light of Christ schools gathered in the
SMCHS gym for a campaign celebration.
We announced that our campaign had surpassed the
$36 million goal required to officially break ground on the
new high school and the date was set for September 17,
SMCHS Homecoming & Hall of Fame weekend.

We also were humbled and honored to introduce the
Our Lady of Victory Chapel, which will be constructed on the
new campus of St. Mary’s Central High School. This beautiful
chapel is designed to hold the entire SMCHS student body
and their families, and will have a capacity of over 600!
The Our Lady of Victory Chapel has been fully funded by the
Ken & Marilyn Keller family. Ken and Marilyn, your blessings,
have blessed us all. Thank you for this remarkable gift to
St. Mary’s Central High School and Light of Christ

Light of Christ President Gerald Vetter embraced Marilyn Keller
as her husband Ken finished the announcement of their family’s
donation and plans to construct the Our Lady of Victory Chapel
on the new SMCHS campus.

Catholic Schools.

Mary, Queen of Victory...
Seen here is an updated conceptual design sketch of the Our Lady
of Victory Chapel at the new SMCHS.

PRAY FOR US!
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SMCHS
GROUNDBREAKING
SSeptember
eptember 117,
7, 2017
2017

On the crisp fall morning of Sunday, September 17, a crowd of nearly 1,000 people gathered to
celebrate Mass and witness the official groundbreaking of the new St. Mary’s Central High School.
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Each shovel at our groundbreaking ceremony
had a very special purpose. They each
represented a group of people that have helped to
make our Keep the Promise campaign successful.
Gerald Vetter

President, Light of Christ Catholic Schools
Representing Light of Christ staff, teachers and administration

Reed Ruggles

Principal, SMCHS
Representing SMCHS staff, teachers and administration

Fr. Jared Johnson

Chaplain, SMCHS
Representing all past, present and future chaplains

Bishop David D. Kagan

President of Light of Christ and Bishop of Bismarck Diocese
Representing the Catholic community of the Bismarck Diocese

Msgr. Thomas Richter

Since we couldn’t have a big shovel for every person at
the groundbreaking ceremony, we made sure to have
commemorative blue SM shovels for our future Saints!
One day, the dirt they dug will be part of Saints Drive the road to their new high school. Thank you, future
Saints, for sharing this groundbreaking moment with us!

Vice President and Chairman of the Light of Christ Board,
Rector of Cathedral of the Holy Spirit
Representing the five pastors of the Bismarck Catholic community

Lauren Botsford

Student Council President, SMCHS
Representing the SMCHS student body

Dr. Ron and Ruth Knutson

Donors of 40+ acres of land to build the school
Representing our partners and friends beyond our Catholic
community, who have been generous with our campaign

The Community Shovel

Representing all the members of our community who have
generously sacrificed, prayed and donated to this historic project
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Become a part of this

ONCE-IN-A-LIFETIME PROJECT!
Our campaign has raised more than $38 million to date,
or 82% of the total goal. We have $8 million left to raise
for this campaign - to complete our projects, debt-free.
For the first time ever, tax-deductible donations and
pledges can now be made online at keepthepromise.net.
Each gift will be memorialized in one of four recognition
monuments at the new St. Mary’s Central High School.
Learn more about these new donor recognition levels
at keepthepromise.net/donors.
Follow us on social media for photos and construction
updates. Register to receive regular email updates at
keepthepromise.net.

Thank you for your prayers, generosity and for
keeping the promise to the next generation!

NEW!
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• Since 2011, enrollment has grown
more than 25 percent in our five
Catholic schools. Because of this, we
need more classroom space for students.
• November 2015: Capital campaign
launched with the gift of 48 acres of
land to build the new SMCHS.
• September 2016: We celebrated
$15 million in gifts and pledges.
Improvements to current schools
being made.
• September 2017: More than
$38 million in gifts and pledges
triggered groundbreaking for the
new SMCHS.

Make a pledge or donation online at keepthepromise.net
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Thank you to Robert Knutson for this special photo of our Groundbreaking Mass and Celebration. We will treasure it always, as we
remember this day when nearly 1,000 people gathered on the prairie to celebrate and give thanks for the incredible blessings given to
our Keep the Promise capital campaign.

Use the form below to donate to the Keep the Promise
campaign or donate online now at keepthepromise.net
I/We pledge to support Light of Christ Catholic Schools through the Keep the Promise Capital Campaign
A contribution in the sum of $_________________________is pledged by_________________________.
Gifts toward this pledge will be made over 1 3 5 year(s) (circle chosen option)
This pledge is made in good faith. While I understand it is not a legally binding contract, it is my/our intention to fulfill this pledge as stated above. If, for unknown reasons
this pledge cannot be fulfilled, I will notify Light of Christ Catholic Schools and continue to pray for the success of the Keep the Promise Campaign.

_______Annual Gift

_______Semi Annual Gift

_______Quarterly Gift

Approximate gift date(s):____________________________
Signature _______________________________________
Address _________________________________________
City ____________________________________________
State_____________________Zip____________________
Phone __________________________________________
E-mail __________________________________________

Donate Online Now: keepthepromise.net

_______Monthly Gift

Thank you for your commitment to the future
of Catholic education in Bismarck!

Mail to:

Light of Christ Catholic Schools
Attn: Mission Advancement
1025 N. 2nd Street, Bismarck, ND 58501
Light of Christ Catholic Schools | Spirit Newsletter
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Introducing…

St. Joseph of Cupertino
Learning Center
The St. Joseph of Cupertino Learning Center will be dedicated to serve the needs of our
students at both St. Mary’s Academy and the new St. Mary’s Central High School. As Light
of Christ Catholic Schools moves forward with a revitalization of its facilities, we feel called
to continue to serve each of our students as Christ. This calling means taking a new, bold
step towards helping our students succeed, encompassing individuals that struggle
with academics or need to be challenged to reach their potential. With this in mind,
we are investing in educational services and resources to serve our students with extra
educational support to experience success. The foundation for this programming will be
a dedicated learning center classroom at both St. Mary’s Academy and St. Mary’s Central
High School.
St. Joseph of Cupertino is a Saint who has for centuries interceded for those who struggle
with traditional learning environments. He himself struggled with his studies and overcame
his educational studies through the grace of God. We aim to aid our students through
cooperation in God’s grace and the intercession of St. Joseph of Cupertino.
St. Joseph of Cupertino, pray for us!

The New Home Of The Saints!
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Reproduced with permission from LC Portraits
©Tracy L. Christianson
portraitsofsaints.com

ATHLETIC CENTER

OUR LADY OF VICTORY CHAPEL

ACADEMIC CENTER

FINE ARTS CENTER

Light of Christ Catholic Schools | Spirit Newsletter

08

New Addition

Saint Anne School

New Front Entrance
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Cathedral School

New Addition

Remodel

St. Mary’s Grade School

Current SMCHS for the Academy (grades 6-8)
Light of Christ Catholic Schools | Spirit Newsletter
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Rome Pilgrimage

SMCHS students gather for a group picture outside of St. Peter’s Basilica in Rome.

In June, over 40 students from SMCHS attended the annual
University of Mary Rome Pilgrimage, which is offered each
year to all students who are entering into their senior year.
Along with students from the three other Catholic high
schools in North Dakota, this year’s group of pilgrims had
an exciting time visiting numerous basilicas, churches, and
shrines throughout the city of Rome and beyond. The students
were inspired by seeing Pope Francis, as well as praying at
the tombs of the apostles, including St. Peter and St. Paul. The
pilgrimage ended with a 3-day trip to the beautiful city of
Assisi, the home of St. Francis. Please continue to pray that this
pilgrimage will bear great fruit in the lives of our students.

The entire pilgrimage group listens to Diocese of Bismarck
seminarian, Deacon Jarad Wolf, talk about the life of St. Monica and
St. Augustine outside of the Church of St. Augustine in Rome.

STUDENT PERSPECTIVE
For me, attending a school that
offers amazing opportunities like the
Rome pilgrimage to its students is a
tremendous gift of God’s unyielding love
that we encounter every day from the
teachers and staff at St. Mary’s.
My classmates and I were flown halfway
across the world into a completely
different culture and we experienced the
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same love and support from our school
family there as we do every day in class.
In Rome, the power of our faith is shown
in captivating paintings lining beautiful
basilicas and in miracles of our faith that
have radically changed millions of hearts.
We can experience that same power
of the faith at St. Mary’s through the
love that the students here are given
each day. This pilgrimage gave me the
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opportunity to grow in my faith by
engaging in its power through seeing
one of the most beautiful cities in the
world, and it also gave me the realization
that I experience that same power of the
faith every day at my high school.
- Jordan Aberle,
SMCHS Senior

Peru Mission Trip

From July 17 to July 26, a group of SMCHS graduates from the Class of 2017
joined their chaplain, Fr. Jared Johnson, on a 10-day mission trip to Lima,
Peru. During their time in Peru, they built a soccer field, which allows the
local young people to have a safe location to play soccer.
The field is also a meeting place for other community events.
This mission trip allowed our graduates the opportunity to serve with Christ
as their model and inspiration. Please pray for these missionaries, that this
mission trip will be just the beginning of a life committed to serving Christ
and His Church.

STUDENT
PERSPECTIVE
I am thankful every day
that I was given the
opportunity to experience
this life changing mission.
I look at the photos from
the trip hung in my dorm
room every day, so I can be
reminded of God’s love. I
would drop everything and
go back in a heartbeat if I
was given the opportunity.
This mission trip impacted
me in so many ways. I grew
emotionally and spiritually
closer to God on this trip.
I wouldn’t be the person I
am today if I wouldn’t have
gone to Peru. I am closer to
God then I have ever been
before and I know there is
nothing in this world that
will ruin the relationship I
have with Him. I will never
forget the days I spent
helping the families in Peru.
-Alexandra Gallagher,
2017 SMCHS Graduate

Light of Christ Catholic Schools | Spirit Newsletter
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SMCHS Hall Of Fame

SMCHS Homecoming Court

Congratulations to the 2017 St. Mary’s Central High
School Homecoming Court. A special congratulations
to Queen, Victoria Windsor and King, Trysten Ruhland.
Congratulations to Michael Wolf and Nancy Dietz, our
2017 Hall of Fame inductees! They were inducted into
the Hall of Fame during Homecoming weekend.

Pictured left to right are the SMCHS Homecoming Court Royalty:
Zachary Petersen, Joseph Richter, John Nordberg, Thomas Aberle,
Trysten Ruhland, Victoria Windsor, Lauren Botsford, Kaitlyn Wanner,
Elizabeth Preszler, and Britta Curl.

Congratulations to our recently ordained SMCHS alumni.
The Reverend Gregory Luger

Parochial Vicar for Cathedral of the Holy Spirit, Bismarck and part-time
Religion Instructor for St. Mary’s Central High School

The Reverend Jordan Dosch

Chaplain for Trinity Catholic Schools, Dickinson and Parochial Vicar for
St. Wenceslaus, Dickinson

Fr. Luger, Bishop Kagan, Fr. Dosch
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SAINTS WELCOMED HOME
To reunite, reflect & celebrate

What a blessing to work with, meet and celebrate with so many former
SMCHS Alumni! We are thrilled to report that through the generous time
and efforts of so many who stepped forward to lead the effort, SMCHS
SAINTS from the classes of 1957, 1967, 1977, 1987, 1997 and 2007 all
participated in a class reunion this past year!

Class of 1957

The Class of 1957 & 2007 hosted their reunions in conjunction with this
year’s Homecoming weekend in September. It was a special weekend
filled with so many wonderful events. Both classes participated in a Mass,
remembering in a special way the deceased members of their class.
The Class of 1997 hosted their 20 year reunion in July with a surprise
visit from former classmate and class president, Fr. Joshua Ehli, who
arrived home from Rome to participate in the festivities and serve as the
celebrant for their class Mass. The Class of 1975 teamed with BHS during
the same weekend to celebrate their milestone birthday’s and several
classmates attended this Mass as well.
The 50th Reunion Class of 1967 were welcomed with a kick-off social
at SMCHS and reunion coordinator Marv Heinert and his wife Marcy
announced a major gift to help with the construction of the new school
and challenged classmates to join them.

Class of 1967

The classes of 1977 & 1987 teamed with the two local high schools to
coordinate their reunions where they shared many wonderful memories
and reunited with former friends and classmates.
A special note of gratitude to all of the reunion leaders who worked so
hard to plan, coordinate and host your classmates. We know it takes a
great deal of hard work and we are so very grateful for all that you did to
make sure your classmates were welcomed home! Please visit often - we
loved to see you all!

Class of 1977

Class of 1997

The wheels are already in motion for celebrations coming up in 2018!
Check out our website at: www.smchs.org/reunions. We anxiously await
your arrival!

ALUMNI: Please update
your contact information!
Whether you are an alumni, alumni parent,
or friend of SMCHS, please update your
information to ensure the school has accurate
records. Update your contact info online or
call us with your current information.

Online: smchs.org/alumni
Call: 701.354.7062
Class of 2007
Light of Christ Catholic Schools | Spirit Newsletter
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1025 North 2nd Street
Bismarck, North Dakota 58501
LIGHTOFCHRISTSCHOOLS.ORG
ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

Invite your friends and family to join
Light of Christ Catholic Schools!
Registration for the 2018-2019 school year will
open to Bismarck parish families on December 19
and will open to the public on January 8, 2018.
We offer:
• Birth - Pre–K childcare at LaMere Learning Center
• Pre–K (ages 3, 4 & 5) half and full day programs,
Kindergarten - Grade 5 at our three elementary schools
• Grades 6-8 at the Academy
• Grades 9-12 at SMCHS
Join our community of families with a strong conviction in
the importance of a high-quality, safe, secure and faith-filled
education. Financial assistance may be available.

SAINTS
COME
HOME
SAVE THE DATE!

SMCHS All-Class Reunion
Friday, August 17

at St. Mary’s Central High School

Saturday, August 18

at the Bismarck Event Center

Apply online now at lightofchristschools.org
or call 354-7067 to schedule a personal tour
or for more details.

More details will be posted at:

smchs.org/reunions

